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He was equally bold in the application of his
" beautiful " Socialist philosophy to the question
whether Socialists should set their faces against
drinking or not. He was opposed to the use
of Labour clubs as boozing-kens ; he urged even
that individuals should ask themselves whether
their duty to the movement was compatible
with personal indulgence in alcohol.
" To me the matter is one of serious moment.
Each Socialist is by his creed under moral
obligation to find his greatest pleasure in
seeking the happiness and good of others. This
is true of life at every point. The strong may
not use their strength to the hurt of the weak.
The man who can take a glass or let it alone
is under moral obligation, for the sake of the
weaker brother who cannot do so, to let it
alone.
" I assisted at a function recently under the
auspices of the I.L.P. which was conducted on
temperance principles, A number of those
present, however, came provided with supplies
of liquor, whilst others found frequent occasion
to visit a neighbouring pub." Now here were a
body of men who had set themselves the task of
reforming the world and yet they could not
meet in a social capacity for a few hours with-
out the aid of liquor. It is not thus that great
reforms are accomplished/'
Some whose heads the cap fitted sneered at this
as puritanism. It was not that; it was a reasoned